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VETERAN NFL GENERAL MANAGER CHARLEY CASSERLY JOINS CBS SPORTS AS "NFL INSIDER" FOR "THE NFL TODAY" STUDIO SHOW

Charley Casserly, 16-year veteran National Football League General Manager and 24-year NFL executive for the Washington Redskins and Houston Texans, joins CBS Sports as an "NFL Insider" for the CBS Television Network's NFL pre-game show, THE NFL TODAY.  The announcement was made today by Tony Petitti, Executive Vice President and Executive Producer, CBS Sports.

"From his insider career as an experienced General Manager, Charley Casserly has earned tremendous contacts and gathered an enormous amount of information in his evaluation of players and coaches," said Petitti.  "He's now the general manager of our information team ensuring that THE NFL TODAY has an insider's position for breaking news and reports." 
Considered by many as one of the most respected General Managers in the NFL throughout his career, Casserly most recently served as Senior Vice President & General Manager, Football Operations, for the expansion franchise Houston Texans beginning in 2000 through last season.    He headed all football Operations for the club. 
In his highly successful 23-year career with the Washington Redskins, Casserly was known for his tireless work ethic and keen eye for football talent.  Washington went to four Super Bowls during Casserly's tenure, winning three.  In 2003, NFL Commissioner Paul Tagliabue appointed him to the NFL's prestigious Competition Committee for the second time (2003-06; 1996-1999).  

Casserly famously started with the Redskins in 1977 as an unpaid intern under Hall of Fame coach, George Allen.  Washington hired Casserly as a scout the next season and during his early years as a scout, he unearthed free agents Joe Jacoby and Jeff Bostic, who were original members of the famed "Hogs" offensive line and key components of Washington's first two Super Bowl teams, as well as Nate Newton.  Jacoby was selected to four Pro Bowls and Bostic made one trip to Honolulu. The Redskins elevated Casserly to Assistant General Manager in 1982 and the club went on to capture its first Super Bowl. That year, Casserly also re-instituted the club's intern program, which has produced more than 20 league executives over his years in Washington and Houston.  
In 1987 during the NFL players strike, Casserly put together the Redskins' "replacement" team that went 3-0 before the strike ended, including a Monday Night win against a Dallas team that featured a number of its star players.  That experience was the subject of the Warner Bros. feature film, "The Replacements," that starred Keanu Reeves and Gene Hackman.
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Elevated to General Manager in 1989, Casserly sustained the Redskins' history of uncovering high-quality players in the later rounds of the draft.  He used a fifth-round draft pick in 1990 to select Southwest Louisiana quarterback Brian Mitchell.  Washington then converted Mitchell into a running back/kick returner, where he later joined Jim Brown as the only players in NFL history to lead the league in combined net yards four times.  In 1996, Casserly plucked Auburn running back Stephen Davis in the fourth round.  Davis paced the NFC in rushing in 1999 with 1,450 yards.  Casserly also drafted future Pro Bowlers in wide receiver Keenan McCardell (12th round, 1991) and tight end Frank Wycheck (sixth round, 1993). During the 1999 off-season, Casserly acquired veteran quarterback Brad Johnson who responded with a Pro Bowl season.

In the most recent 2006 NFL draft with the Houston Texans, it was generally acknowledged as one of the best, if not the best, in the NFL this year.  During his four years leading the Texans in the NFL draft, Houston was the only team to draft two Rookies of the Year (Domanick Davis, Dunta Robinson) and two starting Pro Bowlers (Andre Johnson, Jerome Mathis). 

In 1999, Sports Illustrated, Pro Football Weekly, The Sporting News and USA Today named Casserly their NFL Executive of the Year at mid-season.  On draft day in 1999, Casserly acquired all of the New Orleans Saints 1999 selections, plus their first and third-round picks in 2000 by simply swamping the Redksins' fifth selection in the first round for the Saints' 12th choice.  He still managed to obtain the player that Washington wanted, selecting future Pro Bowl cornerback Champ Bailey.  


In addition, Casserly has had extensive experience in radio and television for 16 years.  While in Washington, he was a part of local television shows on WUSA (CBS), WJLA (ABC), WTTG (Fox) and HTS (Home Team Sports), as well as radio shows on WTOP and WJFK.  In Houston, Casserly did four years of television on KTRK (ABC) and six years of radio on KILT.  In the Fall of 1999, he reported three times per week on ESPN radio and was a contributor on ESPN's show, "Edge NFL Match-Up."  

Casserly began his career as an assistant coach at Cathedral High School in Springfield, Massachusetts, from 1969-72 before moving to a similar post at his alma mater, Springfield (MA) College from 1973-74.  He returned to Cathedral High School to serve as the school's athletic director for two years before becoming head football coach at Minnechaugh High School from 1975-76.  
He holds a bachelor's degree in education and a master's degree in guidance from Springfield College, where he also played football.  In May 2005, he received an honorary doctor degree in humanics from Springfield.  Casserly is also a member of the Springfield College Sports Hall of Fame and Bergen Catholic High School Hall of Fame.  
A native of River Edge, N.J., Casserly and his wife of 26 years, Beverley, have a daughter, Shannon, who is attending American University.  The family lives in Washington, D.C.  
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