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Dec. 10, 2014

 

THE “CBS EVENING NEWS WITH SCOTT PELLEY” LAUNCHES A SPECIAL, MULTI-PART SERIES EXAMINING RACE RELATIONS IN AMERICA

THE SERIES BEGINS TONIGHT (6:30-7:00 PM, ET) AND WILL ALSO BE FEATURED ON VARIOUS CBS NEWS PLATFORMS, INCLUDING CBSN, 
CBS RADIO NEWS AND CBSNEWS.COM

The CBS EVENING NEWS WITH SCOTT PELLEY will launch a special multi-part series examining race relations in America beginning tonight, Dec. 10 (6:30-7:00 PM, ET) on the CBS Television Network.


The series, which will include original reporting by CBS EVENING NEWS Anchor and Managing Editor Scott Pelley and a team of CBS News correspondents, will also be featured on various CBS News platforms, including CBSN, CBS Radio News and CBSNews.com. 


Tonight on the CBS EVENING NEWS, Pelley will sit down with a panel of mayors for a discussion about race relations in their communities, especially between their citizens and their police departments. The mayors tell Pelley what they think needs to happen to address mistrust and anger. The panel includes Carlos Gimenez of Miami-Dade, Ed Murray of Seattle, Lester Taylor of East Orange, N.J., and Karen Freeman-Wilson of Gary, Ind.


An excerpt of tonight’s interview is below:

SCOTT PELLEY: Tell me why a perfectly law-abiding and reasonable African American man feels a chill when he encounters a white police officer. Why does that happen?

LESTER TAYLOR: Look at the experiences of a 40-year-old African American man. Whether I'm wearing a suit, whether I'm wearing my Timberland boots, there's a perception in many of our communities across the country that African Americans may be criminals, and that’s something that we have to dispel across racial lines.

PELLEY: Mayor Gimenez, Miami probably has the most diverse population represented in our panel. How do you teach respect for other cultures in the police department?

CARLOS GIMENEZ: Well, training obviously is a major component of it. In Miami, the minority is the majority, you know? And we’re a majority Hispanic community. Our police department is very representative of the community, and so, when you're dealing with somebody who is not of your own same race, you have to know that their experiences are different than yours. And then that is what creates, you know, a sense of understanding, a sense of belonging, you know, in our community.

Additionally on tonight’s broadcast, CBS News National Correspondent Jim Axelrod will report the results of a CBS News poll on race released today. The poll includes questions about how people view race relations both inside and outside their own communities, specific questions about the police (whether they should wear body cameras, do they stop people of certain racial or ethnic groups, and whether they are more likely to use deadly force against a black person than a white person), and questions about the Michael Brown and Eric Garner cases.


On Thursday’s broadcast, CBS News Correspondent Jeff Pegues will sit down with police chiefs from cities across America to discuss police training, diversity within law enforcement, community policing policies, and what needs to happen to help mend the rift between minority communities and law enforcement. They include Rodney Monroe from Charlotte, N.C., Edward Flynn of Milwaukee, Wis., Charles McClelland of Houston and Janee Harteau of Minneapolis, Minn.


Also on Thursday, CBS News Correspondent Jerika Duncan will speak with a group of high school seniors from the Brooklyn School for Collaborative Studies. The students meet weekly for what is known as an “advisory class” to discuss issues such as the Michael Brown and Eric Garner protests. The students tell Duncan their views on the protests surrounding both cases. 


On Friday’s broadcast, CBS News Correspondent Elaine Quijano will speak with a panel of millennials about their views on race and justice in America.


Steve Capus is the Executive Producer of the CBS EVENING NEWS WITH SCOTT PELLEY and Executive Editor of CBS News.
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