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BOB McNAMARA, 30-YEAR CBS NEWS CORRESPONDENT,

WILL RETIRE AT THE END OF JUNE
Bob McNamara, who has covered many of the world's biggest stories for CBS News for 31 years, will retire on June 24, 2005.

McNamara, who will turn 61 three weeks before his retirement date, has been based at CBS News' Dallas bureau since 1995.  He reports regularly for the CBS EVENING NEWS and often contributes its longer signature "Eye on America" segments.

"In an era of  'live team coverage' around the clock, powerful television writing can sometimes seem like a dying art -- that is, until Bob McNamara pops up," said Andrew Heyward, President, CBS News.  "Bob is one of those correspondents who struggles as much to get the words right as the story right -- and the results have made us all proud for three decades.  He leaves with our gratitude and good wishes for all that lies ahead."


"Bob McNamara is one of the best television and radio correspondents of his generation," said long-time CBS News colleague Dan Rather.  "A key part of what has made him so is that he is one of the better writers to come out of electronic journalism.  Besides that, his hallmark was his range as a reporter--he could and did handle with excellence everything from humorous sidebar stories to murder trials and the intricacies of German politics.  CBS News and the American public have been exceptionally well served by this talented and dedicated journalist."

"For 30 years, Bob has been known for his eloquent writing and evocative storytelling," said Marcy McGinnis, Senior Vice President, News Coverage, CBS News.  "His body of work is one that will continue to inspire his colleagues and be a source of admiration for all of us."

Before his Dallas assignment, McNamara worked out of the Denver bureau (1984-95).  Among the many major stories he has covered for CBS News are the Oklahoma City bombing; the crash of TWA Flight 800; the Paducah, Ky., Jonesboro, Ark., Columbine and Red Lake, Minn. student shootings; the Los Angeles riots; Hurricanes Andrew, Hugo and Ivan; and the 1989 San Francisco earthquake.

McNamara was based at the CBS News bureau in Chicago (1979-84) and spent five years overseas at the CBS News bureaus in London (1977-79) and Bonn, Germany (1975-77).  He joined CBS News in 1974 as a general assignment reporter based in New York and was named a correspondent a year later.

(More)

CBS Television...2
McNamara's international reporting experience includes filing reports from more than 40 countries.  In addition to covering the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the funeral of Pope Paul VI, among many major stories, he spent the majority of two years -- often in extremely dangerous conditions -- covering the Iranian revolution and the fall of the Shah.  McNamara also filed numerous reports on terrorism in West Germany, Italy, Sweden and Switzerland and covered national elections in many European countries.

While based in New York in the mid-1970s, he often anchored "CBS News on The Hour" broadcasts on the CBS Radio Network.
McNamara has received five Emmy Awards.  He was a member of the team of CBS News correspondents that received an Overseas Press Club Award in 1978 for "best radio spot news reporting from abroad" for coverage of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat's trip to Israel.

Prior to joining CBS News, McNamara was a reporter, anchor and political correspondent for WCCO-TV, the CBS Owned station in Minneapolis (1968-74).  Before that, he was a news reporter and anchor for KCRG-TV and Radio in Cedar Rapids, Iowa (1967-68).  He began his broadcast journalism career in 1965 as a copy boy for WBBM-TV, the CBS Owned station in Chicago.


McNamara was born in Prairie du Chien, Wis.  He was graduated from Columbia College in Chicago in 1966.  He and his wife, Jane, have three children.  They will move from Dallas to Phoenix, Ariz.
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